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wildly as they pleased. It did not matter what they said.
It did not matter very greatly what they did. They had the
advantages of the Opposition, as in our American system, in
that they could attack and criticise as freely as they wished,
without having to do anything about it. But whereas the
Opposition in the United States or Great Britain has always
had to bear in mind that they might be landed with the job
of running the country at the next election, India's politicians
have never in the past been brought solidly up against that
possibility. They have still not really acclimatised them-
selves to the idea. To a degree unknown in the older
democracies, the Indian Parliament is literally just a
" talking-shop."
Grey Suit was savage in his criticism of the amount of
talk divorced from action that goes on. His verdict on the
day's discussion of the refugee problem was that the miseries
and crippling strain would go on for years unless the approach
of the leaders became more realistic.
Dadar, on the other hand, was more optimistic and bubbled
over with satisfaction when I remarked that, after all, every
nation had faced growing pains in its early stages ; and that
in America the process of advance to full nationhood had
been slow and bloody. He expressed the view of the vast
majority, too, on the subject of minorities. He waggled his
head in ecstatic approval of all Grey Suit had to say about
' the future position of the Muslims in India; and added
his own comments on some of the minor groups.
"Nobody need worry," Dadar proclaimed. "Anglo-
Indians, Goanese, and other Christian groups have more
than a fair s&are of the posts in public service. They'll
always be able to put their case to the government through
their peopj&igt the Police, the Customs, and so on."
" What about the Parsees ? " I prompted.
"They'll be all right, too," he quipped. "They're
considered the Jews of India. They don't have to care
what government is in office. It'll always need them.